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Spring 2006 at this Symposium …

Garfield County faces regional growth pressures…

…with limited ability to accommodate demand.
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Well completions—2000 to present
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Piceance Basin Oil Shale Resources
(map courtesy of USGS)
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Current growth-related effects 
(Moffat and Rio Blanco Counties)

All areas feeling effects of the current “boom”

Some places mostly “down valley” effect, others mostly 
energy-related

Housing in short supply and prices rising 

Private sector developers slow to respond

Labor shortage and competition tough on local governments

Local businesses busy, but have trouble getting workers



7

Fiscal aspects of the “boom”

Big increases in county road and bridge demands and costs

Road and bridge challenges increase due to large land areas

Increase in law enforcement demands

Increase in hospital demands and uninsured emergencies

Service demands are not always correlated with where workers live

Aging infrastructure being stressed by rapid growth

Energy-related funds (taxes, distributions, grants, etc.) heavily 
relied upon 

Competition for workers
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Attitudes and perceptions

Not anti-growth, but challenged by the pace of growth

Hard to be pro-active 

Would rather have this problem (the “boom”) than the opposite

Concerned about losing traditional aspects of the communities

Agricultural lands and open spaces 

Hunters and other recreationists 

Different demands from new residents

Afraid of another bust
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Contact Information

AGNC Contract Manager: Aron Diaz 
Web-site at 
http://www.agnc.org/cumulative.html

Project Manager: Judy Jordan, Garfield County Oil and Gas Liason
(970) 625-0779
jjordan@garfield-county.com

BBC directors: Doug Jeavons and Ford Frick
(303) 321-2547
jeavons@bbcresearch.com


