Positioning Communities and Sub-State Regions
for Economic Improvement

by Dr. Larry Swanson, O'Connor Center for the Eocky Mountain West, U of Montana

Historically, most economic development planning and programming in the U.5. has been done by federal and
state levels of government and policymaking. Local economic development programs largely invaohed hiring
someone who understood these programs and could tap into their funding. But this is changing.

“ I'he primary responsibidity for designimn g an d smplementing econ omic development actvities must
rest with sitafes, regrons, and localiies. The federal government, by itself, cannof have an enduring impact on
economic condiffons n the widely different commiimities and regrons throughout the coimiry. ™

ATl the sub-sitate level there's a search underway for “middie ground™” — a regional level more encompassing than
a smgfe cily or county, but smaller than the siate — for devising and pursiing effective sirategres for econormic
improvement and susianabidity. "

- A Path to Smarter Econamic Develogrment Mational Acadermy of Public Administration, Washington, D.C.

Wide economic diversity from place to place ... the need for more effective strategies for economic improvement
that reflect area strengths, weaknesses, and values ... and fundamental changes in the economy itself .. are
shifting the responsibility for economic development planning and programming from federal and state
governments to sub-state regional and local levels.

Local leaders and decision makers cannot “remake" their local economies. The economy is bigger than com-
munities and many forces and factors shaping directions in it operate at the supra-community level. But what
yvou can do is better posifion yourself —your businesses, governments, schools, work forces, families, etc. —for
anticipated future growth and change in the economy.



Areas of Population
Gain or Loss Through
Net Migration

Ounng the 1980z, there was a major sea
chanpe in population migration patterns n
thia Linited States, In preseous decades

ral in-migration was haenily Tocused in
California in the wast and Florida in the
eaEl, &% wall 3% in major melio areas,
including Seattle, Denver, and Dallaz. In
the 1990s, net migration in the west langely
subsided in California and spread 1o many
other areas, incleding areas in and nearby
thie Rocky Mowniains, In the procass, many
Rocky Mountain states bacame soma of ha
fastest growing sieles in the nation

Mal migration ales spread into many non-
metra areas, including non-metro areas of
waktem Montana and ldaho

Population growth throwgh nat mgration

s becams increasingly assodalad with
"high amenily” areas and places, including
many areas nearby Matioral Foresl lands
and Hational Park fands. Meanwhile, many
areas in the northerm Flains, induding eastern
Montana, continue fo experance significant
rf “out-rigration ” weth many mors peopla
meordng from these areas than to these areas
The axtent and magnilude of this region of
mal cul-rmigrabicn, howeyver, &a beginning 1o
shrimk. But, ihis is Brgely because the pace
of cut-migrafion from these areas had been
=0 high in the past, and could not be
indefinitely mantaned
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Population Growth and Decline in the U.S.

Tha two maps highlight where population
changa, sither growth or dacling, has
been greates! in lhe 251 o decades.
The top map shows population changs
beteesan 1980 and 1990, with areas in
dark rad havng tha graalest pans (owver
0%} and areas in dark black having the
greatest losses (declines of 20%). Medium
red counties had gains of 20 0 30 parcant.
Medium gray onas had lossas of 1010 20
percant. Counbes in white e in between
the gainers and losers, with gains of less
than 10 percent and declines of less than
4 percant.

In gaing from the ‘B0s to the '30s, it can be
soan that the pattermn of population growih
has clearty spraad. In the Wesl, growth

Is particutarly concentrated in the Inlerior
West, stretching from \Washington, idaho,
and wasterm Moniana in he nosth o
Arirona and New Mexico in the south
Growth has spread bevond major melro
areas and into many amaller Ehan areas
and non-matro areas. Dedine remains
hamsly focused in & band down the centsr
of tha couniry, colnciding with much of
the Plains region

g g P
L

miaimn
ast

Ao i b s, s m sk #1470
Pl | iy of" Ml Y

I 0 ana gramser (207

] +20% 1o 305 (1710
:Hﬂ'!.in-lll:l'l'i. [Fa o
%t -1 [T

B -12% (o -20% [2ad]

Il 20 and greatss [36]

B + 3% and grooter (306]

0 #2307 o «30%  [341)
#10% b * 0% 78]
“hio-1% [256]

| BF TR

B -20% and greater oss [14]

feartn Pisiasy of Geniim U S Dagll &l Corrmsis




The Fast-growing Interior West

Population change across the region between 1980 and 2000
was heavily driven by migration patterns, Including fairy

heavy migration inko many areas of the Rocky Mountain West
region, continuing out-migration from many non-metro or rural
araas of the Plains region, and a more mixed pattern along
argas of the Central Front of the Rockies. The maps show
araas of the nation and of tha negon whera percentage pop-
ulation growth was the greatast - 30 percant and graater in the
dark red areas and 20 to 30 parcent in the madium read areas -
and areas with the greates! losses in populaton - 20 parcent
and greater in the dark biack areas and 12 1o 20 percent losses
in the madium gray ones. Areas shown in whils [unscresnsd
areas) are counties whose populations saw only a litie or
moderate changes during the last decade, falling somewhens
between gains of 10 percent and losses of 4 percant

Az can be soen, population growth is heavily focused in many
areas of the greater Interior Wiest, strelching from western
Montana, idaho and eastern Washington in the north o
Colorado, Utah and Mevada and further south into the larger
Southwwast regeon. Population dedline remains focusad in the
Intenior Plains region and is parlicularly haavy in tha northam
portion of the Plains region.

AMAlong the Rockies Cantral Front, aside fram the Colorado Front
where growth remains high, the pattemn is more mixed or less
pronounced in one way of the other,

The Rocky Mountain Region s baing referred o by some as
the "Third Coast™ n Amencan population sattlemant and growth
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The Rocky Mountains are the “spine of Morth
America,” and extend from western Alberta and
gastern British Columbia in Canada south through
weestern Montana and [daho and further south into
portions of westem Wyaming, IMah, Colorado, and
Flew Mexico. The Rocky Mountains themselves
define the region. And the “Rocky Mountain West”
region expands out from these mountain ranges, with
the region’s hounds largely ending at points in all
directions where the mountains themselves fade and
disappear from the harizan.

The American Rocldes The Lrmencan Rockies are
large Iy contained wathin the foe states of Colorado, Wiah, R e, S
Wroming, [daho, and Biontana. The Census Burean W i e
includes Mew Wlexden, Arzona, and Meswada inits L o : . —

“Ilourtain Regon™ along with these five states. Howener,
&rizona and Hew Mlexdco, while having rmountains, are
rach different places culturally, racially, chimactically,
deron sraphically, and econoracally. Ilost people residing
i Mewvada Ine next to the Califorma border (Las Vegas
and Feno) and it 12 rouch different that the Rockies.
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