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Solutions to traffic issues frustrate valley officials
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Aspen's Mayor John Bennent
made a plea fpr a valley il system.
"We're not going to solve this prob-
lem very quickly,” he said. "Rail
gives us a solution to solve this
problem in a very humane way."

In the interim, said Dan
Dlankenship, manager of the Roar-
ing Fork Transit Agency, "we're
what you've got right now and we
need your help®

Faced with & major funding
shortfall and a need to replace 40
buses, Blankenship said the valley
transit agency needs 51.5 million
more @ year in funding from valley
governments, in addition to its

planned 35-cent fare increase

While communities from Rifle
to Aspen all expressed some com-
mon themes over problems of con-
gestion, other issues are just as
strikingly different. While Aspen
strugples through its entrance-to-
Aspen debate, Silt official Don
Sarver said his town is considering
its first traffic signal.

"We don't spend 2 lot of time
talking about transportation,” he
said. "We spend a lot of time about
subdivisions.”

Although upvalley governments
are sometimes turned 1o for answers
to emerging growth problems,
Pitkin County Commissioner Leslie
Lamont said, they may not have all
the answers,

After the initfal discussion dur-
ing Thursday's meeting, valley offi-
cials will gather again Sept. 26,



